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the company employing the mechanic pays
him only 3s. 9d. per hour! That is one
luxury item. Beans are 2s. lb. and so are
peas. Tomatoes are over Is. per lb.

The Minister for Lands: Beans have to
travel a long way these days.

Mr. TRIAT: They come from our sub-
urbs. The beans from Carnarvon are gold
just as cheaply as those grown bore. The
maximum price is the minimum price, evi-
dently.

lion. F. J. S. Wise: They are the best
beans in the world.

Mr. TRIAT: I think the Minister for
Lands -will know that a man grew some
special grapes known as Flame Tokay and
brought them into the market. They are
easily recognised by people -who know any-
thing about grapes. He sold them in the
market for about 21/2d. per lb. On the fol-
lowing day he went down the street and
saw them in a shop window at 10d. per lb.
To satisfy himself he walked in and said,
"What do you call those grapes!" The
shopkeeper said, "I do not know." The
grower lifted the box down and saw his
name on it. Can members tell me that there
was any price control over that?7

The Premier; There has not been.

Mr. TRIAT: When is there going to be
control?

The Minister for Lands: That happened
all through the war.

Mr. TRIAT: When the attempt is made
to get control, I am going to have a lot to
say. I want to see the methods of price-
fixing made publie, as was mentioned by
the member for Perth. When a worker
wants an increase in wages or a betterment
of conditions, he goes into the court where
there is a president on the bench, together
with a representative of the workers and a
representative of the employers. The court
hears the evidence and the parties have the
right to cross-examine any witnesses. As a
result of the facts and figures submitted on
oath, the bench fixes the wages and other
conditions. Let us do the same with prices.

Why should there be all this bush-hush I
Why should 1, as a producer, be able to go
to Mr. Mathea, in private, and say, "I want
Is. 4d. a lb. for this commodity because it
is costing so muchi1" How does Mr. Mathea
know?7 How does the President of the Ar-

bitration Court know the conditions of work-
ers, except by the advocates of both sides
putting forward their arguments! Let
price-fixing be done in open court with a
consumers' representative and a growers'
representative on the bench. I regret that
I have not more time.

The Premier: Could leave, Mr. Speaker,
be given to the hon. member to continue his
speech on Tuesday next?

Mr. TRIAT: I will not put the House to
that trouble. I am sorry I did not have a
little more time, but I thank members for
giving me the hearing they have. My re-
marks in support of the member for Irwin-
Moore, and on price-fixing and other mat-
ters are made seriously and sincerely, and!
I hope they wvili not be taken lightly.

On motion hy Hon. A. H. Panton, de-
bate adjourned.

Rouse adjourned as 6.15 P.m.

Tuesday, 3rd August, 1948.
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DEPUTY PRESIDENT-ELECTION Or
HON. J. A. DIMMITT.

The Clerk (M1r. L. L. Leake):- I have
to announce that the President, Hon. H.
Seddon, is abs3ent. It is, therefore, necessary
for membhers to elect one of their number,
now present, to fill the office, perform the
duties, and exercise the authority of the
President during such absence.

The CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. H. S.
W. Parker) : I move-

Tha1t Hon. J. A. Dimmitt be elected to fill
the office, perform the duties, and exercise the
authority of the President during the absence

of the President, Hon. H. Seddun.
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Hon. C. If. SIXMPSON: I second the
motion.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: I consider the prin-
ciple has been established that where a
vacancy occurs, a ballot shall be aken.

The Clerk: A ballot cannot be taken
unless there is more than one nomination.
I refer members to Standing Order No. 19.
As there has been only one nomination,
Hon, J. A. Dimmitt is elected Deputy Presi-
dent.

[Thse Deputy President took the Chair.]

QUESTION.

HOUSING.

As to Rental Hdmnes for Iwo- and Thsreea
Unit Families.

Hon. E. Al. DAVIES asked the Chief
Secretary:

How many Commonwealth-State rental
homes have been erected as a result of con-:
tracts signed by the present Government
for-

(1) Two-unit families?
(2) Three-unit families?

(3) Localities erected?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

Conitracts have been let for expansible and
duplex homes to house two- and three-unit
families as under:-

Expansible: South Perth, 33; Belmont,
24: total, 57.

Duplex: South Perth, 22; Nedlands, 8;
Belmont, 4; total, 34. Of this number, two
duplex units have been completed at South
Perth.

Flats: Tenders have been called for one
block of six fiats at South Perth and plans
are being prepared for three blocks each
containing eight flats.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Fourth Day.

Debate resumed from the 29th July.

HON. J1. G. HISLOP (Metropolitan)
[4.35]; 1 would like, in opening my re-
marks on the Address-in-reply, to congratu-
late those members who 'have been returned
to office in this Chamber, and also to wel-
come those members who have been elected

for the first time. I wish, also, to con-
gratulate the Government on many of its
actions during the past yea;, the more
so when it is realised -bowv long it is since
those of our way of thinking held office in
Parliament. There is no small measure of
gratitude to feel that the men who are repre-
senting us are so capable of carrying on
such good work.

When speaking to an Address-in-reply,
I find as a rule that there is very little that
can be criticised in the Lieut.-Governor's
Speech. There are things which can be com-
mended, but it is what does not appear in
a Speech that can ibe discussed on the
Address-in-reply. One of the points that
delighted me in the Speech, and I refer to
those things which particularly touch upon
public matters in which I am so interested,
is the paragraph which makes it quite clear
that support will be given to kindergartens.
I believe this suppqrt is long overdue when
it is realised that education must begin at
th9 kindergarten age if we are to have true
citizenship in our midst. I therefore look
forward with great pleasure to seeing a
considerable expenditure on kindergarten
work throughout the State, and a large in-
crease in the number of those undertakings.

The other paragraph in the Speech which
particularly interested me was that referring
to the openng of the present wing of the
Royal Perth Hospital and the decision to
continue building the second wing.

Hon. G. Bennetts: Great Credit to the
Labour Government!

Ron. J. G. HISLOP: I would not for one
moment detract from the fact that the build-
ing was given to us by a former Govern-
ment, but I would remind the hon.
member that I have no intention whatever
of criticising the method by which it was
presented to us, but if the hon. memiber de-
sires me to do so, I can lay bare a number
of facts that will prove very interesting in
regard to lack of planning wvhen this hos-
pita! was first contemplated.

Hon. A. Thomson: Hear, hear!

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I am disappointed
that from the Speech we did not learn more
of the plans of the Government concerning
the place that the Royal Perth Hospital
will take in the hospital organisation of this
State. I feel that I have a certain amount
of responsibility to this Chamber in advis-
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ing the Goverz~ment of many things that I
learned whilst abroad in America last year
which will have considerable reference to
the place that the Royal Perth Hospital must
occupy in the future hospital organisation.
Let me put it this way: In the dim past a
hospital has been regarded simply as an
institution in which people were put to bed
in order that they might recover from their
ailments. The Royal Perth Hospital, was, I
think, first presented to us much in that
mnanner-it was simply that a new building
was required. Modern medicine has taught
us that that is not the role of a hospital;
it extends far beyond that of treating sick
people within its walls.

One of the most neglected sides of medi-
dune during the last half century-I name
that period only because prior to that it was
almost non-existent-is the role of path-
ology and investigation into disease and
maintenance of treatment. In the days
before us, this feature must become one of
the main planks in our programme of
hospital work. Once a diagnosis has been
made of the illnes of a patient, the actual
treatment is very often standardised, and
presents little difficulty; but the role of the
hospital today is to provide means of in-
vestigation and diagnosis, such as has been
made possible hy the tremendous strides
effected in modern medicine. Therefore, one
must realise that while we may have the
building erected, that building does not
make a hospital. It is the men working
within the hospital that constitute the insti-
tuition today as a means of modern investi-
gation and tre~tnient.

I would like as I proceed to point out
that the Royal Perth Hospital must take a
place in our hospital organisation, which
extends its avenues of service right through-
out the State, that wvill he outstanding. Its
value cannot be limited to the metropolitan
area and it must become the teaching school
for all those ancillary branches of medicine
that are today so essential if the principles
of modern medicine are to be applied within
the hospital.

In my opinion, the first important matter
to be considered in connection with our new
building is the appointment, as soon as
possible, of a director of investigations
within the institution. I vistuaise a man,
young and virile, with a brilliant academic
career and with enough years ahead of him
to organise and control the post-graduate

work of pathologists and the -investiga-
tions within the hospital and so to raise the
standard of work within the State that it
will he comparable with the work of other
hospitals of its size throughout the world.
Recently the Adelaide University applied
for someone to fill the post, soon to be
vacant through the retirement of Sir Kerr
Grant from the Chair of Physics. The
wording of the advertisement interested mid
fascinated me. Although I have not the
advertisement with me at the moment, I can
give members, in general terms, what it
stated. It ran something like this-

In view of the early retirement of Sir Kerr
Grant, the Chair of Physics will soon be vacant.
It is the intention of the University of Ade-
laide to attract to this Chair one of the young,
brilliant ph~iciats of the Eniglish-speaking
world. An appropriate salary, wilth superannu-
ation, will be paid and the appointee will be
expected to be able to organise post-gratduate
work and yet be in touch with the advance of
phyics.

There was a position being advertised, for
which the Adelaide University was seeking
a man somewhere in the world, with brains
and ability to fill the post-and the salary
would be considered afterwards. I anm
afraid that is the way we must view the
future appointment to the Royal Perth
Hospital of a director of pathology if we
are to maintain the institution as it should
be-the centre of medical advance within the
State. So much for the actual Position as
one sees it with regard to the investigational
side of the Royal Perth Hospital, in which
respect it is today sadly lacking.

I do not want to receive the reply that
we have already a pathologist or that we
have any other officer. I am not criticising
anyone who at present holds a position
within the institution. But I do Priticise
the situation that arises when we ask a
person who is skilled in one branch of in-
vestigational work to undertake the task in
quite another phase of investigation. What
we are really looking for is someone with
an organising mind, a man with tremendous
academic ability and vision to so direct
matters as to enable the Royal Perth Hospi-
tal to become the centre of medical training
and thought and advance within the State.
We must look at the situation in exactly
the same WaY as the Adelaide University is
seeking to fill its Chair of Physics.

There is another aspect that must be
taken into consideration with regard to the
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hospital. One must view its environment
with a great deal of concern. Wherever I
went throughout the American States I
found there was a growing opinion that no
hospital should be built without first hav-
ing a considerable environment of green
spaces around it. Those hospitals that had
been built so as to be jammed up in closely
populated areas were a source of great dif-
ficulty to those in charge, with regard to the
maintenance of control.

Hon. A, Thomson: That is the tragedy of
the Royal Perth Hospital being where it
is now.

Hon. J. G. HISLiOP: I still think the
position could he remedied, and it would
be interesting if the Minister at a later
stage would relate to us what steps arc
being taken respecting the availabrle land
around the hospital. I will not weary the
House by repeating what I said in that re-
gard three years ago, but following that
time, when I was a member of the Perth
Hospital Board and the subject was dis-
cussed, the Government of the day ap-
pointed a committee to meet representa-
tives of the City Council to discuss the use
of the land between St. John's Ambulance
building in Wellington-street, extending
through to Lord-street, and along Lord-
street to the railway. That meeting was
held in July, 1.946; and, as far as I know,
no plan has been made for the use of that
land.

It I remember aright, the City Council
was concerned that the Land should not he
handed over to the hospital authorities and
then completely filled with buildings. The
City Council was concerned-and rightly so
-with the fact that the land, if it were to
he handed over to the hospital authorities,
should continue to be one of the city's
lungs. It was about that time, I think,
that Professor NkC'allum came to Western
Australia and made his report. In it he
sug~gested an extensive resumption of land
all round that area, practically down to the
next street, which I believe is Hill-street,
so that in the future any buildings asso-
diated with the extension of the hospital
-and they will be many-could be built in
suitable surroundings.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: Was it intended.
to close Wellington-street?

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: No. It was to re-
main open; but the land between St. John's

Ambulance building and Lord-street up to
the railway, or portion of it at least, was
to be reserved as a green area. The land
from the Perth Hospital eastwards, run-
ning between Murray-street and Welling-
ton-street, could be resumed quite simply
because there is a school owned by the
Roman Catholic Church facing Lord-street.
In time there will he little need for a
school in that area. Following that line
down, we come to the dental hospital. Fur-
thee on down to Hill-street, there is nothing
but four-walled buildings of a factory type,
which could easily be resumed. That whole
area could be set aside for the future
medica! school.

But one of the difficulties with which we
are faced and which I mentioned -when Mr.
Bennetts interjected just now, is that land
must be set aside for a nurses' home. As
yet, i know of no complete plan for such
a home. It is certain that the whole of
the present buildings constituting the old
out-patients deparment will come down,
thus leaving a~retn space around the hos-
pital on the Murray-istreet side. We have
lost the opportunity of taking the nurses'
home straight through the block from
Murray-street to Wellington-street, as new
garages and other 'buildings have been
erected onl that portion of the Perth Hos-
pital land. A nurses' home must go some-
where.

A point to which I will refer when I
speak of the knowledge I gained whilst
abroad is: What is to he the attitude to-
wardls a nurses' home for this hospital? Pre-
viou41 'v it has been the custom to provide
accommodation for all those working as
trainees and for the training staff at a major
hosrital such at the Royal Perth Hospital.
The east of building hospitals and nurses'
homes has risen so prodigiously that one
wonders whether a halt should not be called
to present methods and an inquiry made
into other steps that might be adopted
in order to avoid this huge capital eost. In
some eases in Australia it has coat' as much
as 9800 per bed to erect a nurses' home;
and it hats cost over £E3,000 per bed to build
a hospital of the teaching type such as we
visualiso our hospital will be.

What is the alternative? Can our nursing
staff be allowed to live out? 'Wherever I
went I found a tendency to alter the condi-
tions of residence for trained staffs. -It
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was felt everywhere that a nurses' home
should be provided for the trainees; but it
was not regarded as being any longer es-
sential for the trained staff to live in the
institution, and the number of mooms made
available for the trained staff depended en-
tirely upbn the transport available to the
hospital within the city. In an American
city transport does not cease day or night.
it is just as easy to obtain transport to one's
home at any hour of the early morning as
it is during the day. The result is that no
matter when a night shift finishes, transport
is available to the individual's home. In
Australia, with our smallcr cities, it may be
necessary to review the number of beds to
be provided for the trained saff! in relation
to the transport available. On the whole,
this position is accepted: A trained nurse
should have the freedom that other people
of the community enjoy in being allowed to
live her own life outside the institution.

Dliverging for a moment, let me try to
state the position as it wvill affect the future
training of nurses and the principle of liv-
ing in or living out. A nurse today is paid
so much wages in addition to an allowance
for her board and lodging. I found that
principle is no longer adopted in many other
hospitals. The nurse wvas paid her full wage
in exactly the same way as she would be
paid were she employed by some other
organisation in the city. She was presented
at the end of the week, or pay-period, with
an account for her board and lodging, or
for her meals or for her laundry, and she
would pay the account in just the same way
as any other worker would pay the board-
ing-house keeper, the person supplying the
meals or the person wvho did the laundry.

That makes the question of living out
much easier. It is a principle that might well
be adopted here. It was regarded by those
in charge of the training of nurses as one
of the major forward steps in the control
of nursing, that a nurse appreciated greatly
being paid her full wage rather than being
paid a certain amount and having an
arbitrary sum deducted for the amenities
provided by the hospital. A certain num-
ber of rooms were made available to the key
staff, and only a small number afterwards
to those who desired to live in. The nurse
would therefore choose her own home--a
flat, apartment house, a boarding-house, or
wbatever she liked, as near to or as far

from the hospital as she desired to Live.
That in itself would save an enormous capi-
tal cost for the building of nurses' homes
around a hospital such as the Royal Perth
Hospital.

I visualise that when the Royal Perth
Hospital is finished there will be a staff of
something over 400 nurses, including
traines and trained personnel. If mem-
bers can contemplate the cost of build-
ing a structure almost like a big hotel
of at least 400 rooms, with libraries,
lecture theatres, and everything else neces-
sary to make a home, they will realise that
the cost will be almost equal to that of
building the hospital itself. Therefore, one
must face the question of deciding whether
the policy is to be that all the staff shall
live in, or that only those holding key posi-
tions shall live in, and freedom of living
out be granted to the rest of the trained
staff. Before any building is contemplated,
we should be certain of our policy, and it
should he adopted only after consideration
of every aspect of the problem of whether
the nurse shall live in or be allowed to live
out, because it would, possibly, alter en-
tirely the lay-out of the hospital as one
sees it today.

Now comes a further aspect. What
is its relationship to a future medical
school 7 One of the things that will dis-
appoint many people within this State is
the Government's decision to defer the com-
mencement of a medical school. It cannot
be denied that a medical school is essential
in the very near future if we are to keep
in touch with modern advances in medicine,
and if our medical services to the people of
Western Australia are to be anything akin
to those given in the rest of the world. It
is not possible, without a medical school,
to maintain that standard of medical ser-
v'ice. Therefore, what is the relationship
of the Royal Perth Hospital to a medical
school ?

Here I suggest to the Government is the
method by which the medical school could
be started: I frankly believe that were we
to start it from the ground upwards--by
taking the first year student and then hop-
ing that the present arrangements would
provide for his training in the fourth and
fifth year-that course would lead only to
disaster. We have first of all to put the
work of the hospital on to the highest pos-
sible basis in regard to pathology, inves-
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tigation and maintenance of treatment.
That comes back to the appointment, at a
very early date, of someone to take com-
plete charge of the investigational side of
the institution. That visuslises, once more,
as I have repeated, a man of tremendous
vision in regard to the future of this ho--
pital. Once the investigational side has
been made pme-eminent in the medical and
surgical field of the hospital, the coming
of a medical school will be a matter of a
moment, and could easily be established.
But if a medical school is contemplated on
the basis of a first-year student, then it is
more essential that the appointment ot
someone to take control of the investiga-
tional side be made.

Let me give a word picture, if I can, of
the importance that is placed upon such
things as pathology, investigations, bio-
chemical and biophysical, and all the other
types of investigation, in the rest of the
world's hospitals. My first encounter with
a pathological conference was at the Mayo
Clinic. There I found that after a post-
mortem on a difficult case, which had eluded
the men of the Mayo Clinic, the pathologist
would report to the assembled staff his
findings, both microscopic and with the
naked eye, on the examination of the pa-
tient's organs, and his biochemical examina-
lion. He would exhibit slides and other
means of teaching to the entire staff, and
then the physician, the surgeon or consult-
ants who had been called in for the parti-
cular case would also give their views and
would state where their difficulties had been.
The pathologist would end up by saying
where they had erred, or where their know-
ledge was still, from a medical point of view,
lacking. The interest taken in the patho-
logical cases was tremendous.

When I went to the Massachusetts Gen-
eral Hospital, I saw the same thing re-
peated. I saw men wiho were practising
within the city, come into these confer-
ences which were held, if I remember
rightly, on Fridays at 12 noon. Right
through the realm of medicine there is
growing this intense idea of research, and
a desire to progress at a speed which has
hitherto been unknown. If we are to keep
in touch with it we must organise our hos-
pital services on the basis that pathology
is one of the pre-eminent fields of medi-
eine. It is easy enough to look at the
surgical, and sometimes the medical, side,

as the dramatic side of the service, but
behind everything is this work of the patho-
logist that is seldom seen hut is of such
tremendous value to every member of the
community. It is through the pathologist
and the chemist that medicine is progress-
ing so rapidly.

May I give another example of why these
things are necessary. If one is to really
know the effects on the patient of the sul-
pha drugs, penicillin, and some of the
drugs for the control of diseases of the
thyroid and other glands, then investigation
of blood chemistry must at times be a daily
routine. One of the recent advances has
been the introduction of a drug which pre-
vents clotting within the vessels, and acts,
therefore, as a preventive against clotting,
or of I clot flying off from a wound into
some other portion of the body during heal-
ing. This is a fairly frequent occurrence.
Yet, the use of this drug has fairly well
controlled the disaster. In order to control
the use of the drug, an examination
of the content of the blood, or the effect
of the drug on the blood, must be carried
out each day. More and more the treat-
ment of individuals is depending entirely
upon the findings in the laboratory. Here,
I repeat, is where we must progress if we
are to maintain our status in medical
science. Therefore, various aspects of hos-
pitalisation within the bnetnopolitari area
call for very serious thought because they
cause such concern to so many of us.

We are an aging public at the moment,
and very' many patients in the hospital
today are people who are really not so much
in need of acute medical treatment as they
are in need of nursing and medical care
because they have reached old age, but the'
hospital is the building in which they are
put today. The old buildings of the Royal
Perth Hospital do not form a suitable place
in which to house our aged people. This
practice of medicine, knowvn as geriatrics,
is something which is exercising the minds
of th0 British-spenking world. Even in
America I found that as yet they have not
solved the problem of the hospital for the
*'tged person. Were we to go around the
woards of the medical section of the old build-
ings of the Perth Hospital, we would find
that the average age of the patients is over
70. It is an unattractive place in which
to be sick when old, and the new hospital is
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certainly not the type of place in which to
treat the aged sick, but they must be given
this type of accommodation.

I still see a need for a full-scope inquiry
into the hospital needs of this, State, which
I asked for about three or four years ago,
I do not say that from the point of view
that I want to criticise anyone, but I think
we have reached the stage when we should
make inquiry into the needs of our people
in regard to the provision of hospitals. One
of the other difficulties we face today is that
it is almost impossible at times to obtain
a bed for a patient in a private hospital.
Wbilst is may be all very well to
say that we must have homes and they shall
be a first priority, there may come a time
when the budlding of a private hospital will
need to be given a priority.

lon. G. Bennetta: The authorities will
Dot give them a priority.

Hon, 3. 0. HISLOP: Certainly, one of
the things we need today is an inquiry into
the number of beds available to the s1ick,
even in the metropolitan area. We must
face the fact that it is much more profitable
for a private hospital, when pushed for beds,
to find room for the surgical cases rather
than the medical patients who arc likely to
be sick for a long time. The surgical cases,
with their quick turnover, form a more
interesting type of work for the nurses and,
because of the use of the theatre, are prob-
ably more profitable to the hospital. All
these things have come to the stage of being
very difficult. Many of my colleagues have
told me that their staffs have, at times,
spent at least an hour, and possibly longer,
On the telephone seeking in desperation for
a bed for a sick patient.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: You hav-e done it
yourself.

Hon. J. P.. HJSLOP: Ye;, I have done
it numbers of times. These are some of the
Problems that affect the hospital in its re-
lation to the medical service. I believe the
'whole organisation is wrong. I think this.
hospital provision has, grown to such an
extent that it demands a complete organisa-
tion of its own. In my first speech in this
rouse, I asked for a hospitals commission
based somewhat on the Charities Board of
Victoria. I feel quite certain that had it
lbeen granted at that time, there would not

he the Royal Perth Hospital standing as it
is today, half finished, and without any
decision about its environment and the
buildings that are finally going to make up
the entire whole of a real hospital and its
accoutrements. I say again that the time
is opportune to set up such an inquiry
because it will still be some years before we
can start on any large scale hospital build-
ing, and therefore that period which must
elapse is surely the period in which to plan.

We run a very great risk in regard to our
hospitals if we continue to believe that the
Government is the only body that can, or
should, either contribute to or control a
hospital. The hospitals of the old world
brought medicine to its high standard be-
cause of the fact that behind it lay so much
public spirit. Without reflecting ia any
way upon the members of the present Perth
Hospital Board, I consider it is wrong to
exclude the public from the management of
that hospi[tat. Surely 'there are enough
public-spirited men in our community who
could be called upon to give their time to
the conduct of one of their greatest instI-
tutions. I instance tbe way in which public
spirit has stood behind the Children's Hospi-
tat for so many years. Surely the Child-
ren's Hospital is not going to he alone in
having men and women prepared to give
their time and thought in the public in-
terests.

I realise that high taxation and present
financial difficulties have rather shut off the
flow of voluntary contributions, but I feel
certain that were those hospitals to ask
once more for public spirit to stand behind
them, men and women would be found who
were willing to set aside their moneys as
bequests for special purposes in medical
services and medical research within such
institutions. If we manage it correctly, the
Royal Perth Hospital has stilt a great
attribute in that it must be the keystone of
the link between country hospital serviees.
if I am not boring members, T would like
to go over a plan of country hospital ser-
vices visualized by me after having seen
what is being done in other parts. I think
I can make it quite definite that the future
of country hospital services demands that
the investigational, pathological, radiologi-
cal, bio-cheinical and other investigational
services of like type shall be available as
freely as we give them to the metropolitan
area.
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Hon, Sir Charles Latham: You do not
mean to establish them in the country hos-
pitals?

Ron. J. G. HISLOP: Let me draw t~le
plan for members. There must be decen-
tralisation of medical services, but I feel
that such decentralisation must be central-
ised in definite zones. It is not possible, for
instance, to take pathology into every small
country hospital, but by an aggregation of
hospitals within zones, it would be possible
to design a hospital in which could be pro-
vided the necessary investigational, diagnos-
tie, treatment maintenance services. What
are these zones to bet How big shall
they bet What is the maximum size of a
zone? What is the mninimum size? Thee
are all questions which must be answered in
relation to the State as a whole.

Modern views on the matter bjave laid
down certain facts and they are these:
Firstly, that a hospital of under 50 beds
is inefficient and uneconomical; secondly,
that the distance to be travelled by the
person requesting tII' -hospital services
within a zone shall not exceed 30 miles by
road, and the minimum population for aceh
hospital zone shall be, roughly, around
20,000, with 15,000 as a minimum. When one
visualises Western Australia on that basis,
there will be a number of areas in which it
will not be possible to form a zone in keep-
ing with these ideals. It may be necessary,
therefore, to view the State from the point
of view of the organisation of a 25-bed
hospital capable of being expanded to
double its sizle. The lay-out of -hospitals
within the State could, of course, be visual-
ised in many ways, as members will see
from the hospitials in -the metropolitan area,
the larger'base, hospitals of the coastal ports
and then -the hospitals of the zones such as
I have outlined. Those smaller areas which
would exist outside the Zone and the areas
in the North-West, the Rimiberleys and
Murchison district would have to be covered
by an aeroplane service.

We, in this State, have always believed
that we should, for either political or other
reasons, grant to every small community its
own hospital, and so, within the State to-
day, we have an organisation which controls
something like 90 hospitals for less than
half a million people scattered over about
1,000,000 square miles. It is not possible
to make one quarter of those hospitals effi-
cient, and it is not possible, in the light of

modern trends, to find staff for all of them.
One has only to visualise that it means find-
ing a matron for each small hospital, and
therefore 90 trained nurses have to be found
capable of taking over the administration
of such hospitals. Then, having found these
90 matrons, each capable of taking over the
administration of a hospital, we ask them
not only to do nursing work, but, in addition,
to be a paft-time admission clerk, a part-
time secretary, cook and housekeeper. Then
we wonder why the hospitals are having
staff changes.

If we arc to go into the realms of coun-
try medicine, we may learn to congregate
our hospitals into zones and rely upon the
hospital within a zone to give the neces-
sary services. I do not mean for one
moment that the only set-up for hospital ser-
vices shall be within that zone and the.
zoned hospital, but I would suggest that,
all the areas containing small ineffiejent.
hospicals; be turned into health centres at
which the medical man of that district can
practice. I would, however, put all boipi-
tat accommodation within that zone, I
that way, provision could be made foir tke,
services of trained pathological, bio-chemi -
cal and radiological technicians to do the
necessary work within those zoned hospi,
tals.

However, it would have to he again
realised that the zoned hospitals would
have to he used in exactly the same -way
as the Army used some of its advanced
units. It would not be possible, even in
a 50-bed hospital, for the same treatment
to be given as is provided in the big teach-
ing hospitals in the metropolis, and there
would still be certain things for the treat-
ment of which a person would have to
go to the city, The idea would be to
take as much treatment out of the metro-
polis as could possibly be done within the
zone- Let me instance one zone in par-
ticular, which 11 have always had in mind
been-ac~e I regard it as being pre-eminently
the jives for the first zone.

Taqking Pinjarra as the centre of that
zone it would be surrounded by areas com-
ing down possibly as far as Serpentine,
going out to Mlandurah, through the hills:
to flwellingup and the timber mills around
it, taking in Waroona, Yailoop, and pos.
sibly Harvey-although Harvey might care
to go the opposite way to Runbury. Within
that area during the summer moniths I
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visualise there are 20,000 people living, and
today there are hospital services scattered
all around. There is a small hospital at
Jarrabidale, another at Dwellingup, and,
equally as inefficient as the others, a hospi-
tal at Yarloop. There is no hospital at
Mandarab although some thousands of
people go there in the summer. There is
a hospital at Pinjarra which must Loon fall
down if someone does not push it over.

There is a zone with a priority in regard
to hospital -building, and I would suggest
that the State could build hospitals of
somewhere between 50 and 100 beds to
rmet the requirements of the people resid-
ing within that area. It would be far better
ta do that than to spend a large suma of
mnoney establishing a hospital at Yarloop,
meeting the requests of the people at
Waroona, and trying to put in a sewerage
system a t Dwellingup. Rather than do
that, let the State build an efficient hospi-
tal at Pinjarra.

Ron. L. Craig: The local doctors would
not like that.

Hon. J. 0. HISLOP: Practically the
question can be answered later.

Hon. WX. X'. Mann: A lot of the 'public
would not like it either.

Hon. J. G. m1sLOP: We have to con-
aider this plan and see whether it is wise
alid can he adopted within the State. It
is being adopted now in that particular
atrea which I have referred to, because dur-
ing the war practically no midwifery ease
has been attended to outside the Pinjarra
hospital. There is no hospital at Waroona
and -no hospital at Mandurab.

Hon. H. Tuekey: The whole position is
very bad.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: Practically the
whole of the area could be taken into the
zone that I have outlined. What should one
do in the way of providing this medical Ser-
-vice? One member says that the peoplo
-would not likea it and another that the doctors
would -not like it. I am not certain that
that is true, because I have spoken to people
in certain areas. and they have accepted in
full thoe plan as put before them. At the
present time, these services cannot be effi-
rient. If we want efficient services, we must
consider how they can be brought to the
people.

Hon. L, Craig: The doctors do not like
handing over a patient to someone else.

Hon. J. G-. HISLOP: There is no question
about that; the doctor would have a right
to treat his patient in the central hospital.
That right would continue.

Hon. L. Craig: A doctor could not attend
a patient if he was 50 miles away.

Tihe DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. J. 0. HISLOP: I suggest that in
some cases the doctor would have no more
travelling to do than have many doctors
today and, in point of time, those doctors
would not be as far removed from patients
in hospital as a doctor practising in a large
city would be from his hospital. One has
to regard this matter from the point of view
of getting efficiency for the State in future
rather than from the point of view of any
question of parochial attitude that might
be adopted by one or another.

Hon. L. Craig: I agree with you there.

Eton. J. G. HISLOP: Now let us see what
could be done. I am putting this up be-
cause I honestly believe it is something some
Government in the near future will have to,
investigate, regardless of its liking in the
matter, because we cannot afford to provide
sufficient hospitals in all theso small1 country
towns. If we are going to have a healthy
people, we must have efficient medical treat-
ment, and we must face this problem sooner
or later. Let us consider some of the small
centres. Can any member tell me that
people would prefer to go into the hos-
pital at Dwcllingup and have midwifery
carried out in a place that is not even
sewered and where there are sanitary pans
alongside the wordst

Hlon. Sir Charles Latham: Is not there
a septic system at Dwellingup?

Hon. J. Cr. HIS LOP: No.
Hon. Sir Charles Latham: I thought there

was.

Hon. J. 0. HISLOP: Let us consider how
the medical service could he improved. I
suecrsL-as I have suggested in my report
toD the Government-the formation of health
centres on the outskirts of the zones. I
suggest that there should be in the buildings
that exist today, or in areas Where they do
not exist, adequate consultation and exami-
nation room;, waiting rooms or rooms as
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found necessary for the service to be given
and sufficient accommodation for equipment
to meet all requirements. There should be a
pre-natal clinic, a post-natal clinic and an
infant health clinic, an immunisation clinic
and a small laboratoryj for making test;,
as wvell as a hall where public health ]ectures
could be given.

In this way we could provide for people
on the outskirts of the zone better treat-
ment than they are gettink today or than
they could possibly get under the present
set-up. It would mnean that those people
would not have to travel outside their zone
for any medical or public health service, and
they would be transported to a central hos-
pital only when hospital accommodation was
required. It has been said that people do
not like to be moved a distance in order
to reach a hospital, but take the service given
in the metropolitan hospitals end consider
how many of the patients in those hospitals
erme from distances of more than a hundred
miles from Perth. Over 50 per cent, of the
patients in metropolitan hospitals today have
come from more than that distance.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: People need-
ingu deep therapy treatment would still have
to come to Perth.

lion. J. 0. HISLOP: Some cases would
still have to be brought to Perth because the
requisite equipment could not be provided at
All the country hospitals. There arc types
of' work that could not possibly be done
even if we built A hospital of 150 beds at,
say, Cieraldton or lunbury. Patients suffer-
ing from brain tumour and so forth would
still have to be brought to Perth for treat-
mnent. The point I wish to make is that
many patients are coming to the metropolis
today who could be saved great expense
if the accommodation I suggest were pro-
vided in the country. If we are going to
provide for the metropolis to be the centre
of medical service and have nothing but
small inefficient hospitals in the country dis-
tricts, I shall be sorry for the future of
the State.

We must conceive some plan of taking.-
medical service to the people in the country
and, with the arrangement for the formation
of health centres, I believe it can be done.
I would not debar a man from practising
within the zone hospitals. These hospitals
should be governed or administered by a

medical man with special training. In the
years I have lived in this State, one of the
greatest difficulties I have discovered is the
division of authority between the med ical
superintendent andthe lay administrator of
a hospital. I have always been anxious to
find how this could be overcome. While 1
was abroad, I saw hospitals being controlled
by lay persons and by medical men, and the
preference was for a physician who held
a diploma of public health in the branch of
public administration. In the Cornell Uni-
versity and the North Western University-
I speak of those two in particular-there
was a course of training open to either -a
layman or a medical man to be trained in
public health, hospital finance, administra-
tion and so forth. With the introduction Qt
that system, thiere passed away all the de-
eulty which we are encountering in the con-
stant battle between the medical and the.
lay administration of a hospital.

This is a lead that the Australian universi-
ties will have to follow very soon and it doer.
open up a tremendous vista of progress.
The division between public health and hos-
pital administration, the division between
puic~b health and the ordinary medical pxae-
tice, has been, and still is, very wide, as the
one feels that the other knows nothing about
his duties, and vice versa. Under the organ-
isation I have mentioned, the administrator
of the hospital was a direct representative
of the Commissioner of Public Health of a
wider area. The result was that the person
in chbarge of the hospital could be an ap-
politee of the Commissioner of Public
Health and act as the public health officer
for that zone. The man practising within
the zone itself would also be guaranteed P
large amount of public health work.

I stated that in these zones there should
be at pre-natal clinic, a post-natal clinic and
an immunisation clinic, ce. This work
would be done by the general practitioner
although the health clinic would be of a pub-
lic haealth character. In this way, we would
bring public health down through the hos-
pital zone to the medical man practising on
the outskirts of the zone and would brinr
to the ordinary citizen of the State a much
closer and more direct approach to lpublic.
health. This is something which has been
very badly managed in the whole of Aus-
tralia and something which is still badly
managed here today. There is very little
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so-operation between the two great branches
of medicine, but the suggested set-up of a
medical service within a zone could link up
those two services in a way that would be
of inestimable value to the public generally.

This, in brief, is the organisation which
I have visualised and which I saw working
in a small way while I was abroad, but
which is coming very shortly in areas similar
to our own that I visited there. I could
go on telling members at considerable length
of the value of such a service to the public,
but I trust that most members now have a
picture of an area with a central hospital
e~eiently equipped with all modern devices,
not only for the patient. but also for the
nursing staff, and for the progress of medi-
cine. generally. The centre of the areas of
population W~ithin the zone would be a
highly equipped health centre with a medical
offier who would be entitled to follow his
patients into the hospital, and it must be
administered by a medical man of experi-
ee whose work would be associated with

the Commissioner of Public Health. In
that way he would be able to disseminate
to the people in his district not only curative
but also preventive measures. We have gone
past the day when the medical profession
regarded curative measures as the only
measures. More and more medical opinion
is moving along the lines of preventing a
person from becoming sick in preference to
treating him after he has become sick.

Now, where does the Royal Perth Hos-
pital stand in relation to this set-up'? It
must eventually train those persons who are
going. out to do the ancillary servics in a
zone hospital-the physio-therapist, the bio-
chemist, the radiological technician, etc.-
and when the zone hospital becomes a centre
of medical service, all co-operating under a
d~irector of investigation, then we shall be
giving- a really worth-while service to the
people of the State. That, in my opinion,
is the major role to be adopted by the
Royal Perth Hospital in the future.

We have the facilities to train and have
given very little thought to what is nces-
stay in the way of qualifications. We have
given very little thought to what is necessary
in the way of qualifications for a girl to
be a kitcheomaid or a wardmaid of a
hospital, and I assure members there is a
tremendous psychological effect on a patient
if the food is nicely served on a tray in-

stead of being hurled at him. All these
niceties of hospital treatment mean a cen-
tral organisation and a brain at the back
of it all, seeing this functioning and put-
ting that into action, and there is the major
role which this Royal Perth Hospital is
going to play.. If it does not play that role,
it will not be worth the money it cost to
build. If it does do so, it will be worth
infinitely more than we have paid for it in
bricks and mortar. We have to realise
somehow that somewhere .there is someone
we must find to put into that hospital-
a man of vision who can see that plan grow
and put it into effect, If we have a Gov-
ernment that will stand behind him, then
within 10.years we can be proud enough to
show the world the medical service of
widely scattered areas such as we find in
Western Australia.

We must realise that we can no longer
go on just hoping that from day to day
the situation will be such that it can be met
without any real planning, because we must
have a medical school before long, and if
we are going to have a, medical school we
must have that nerve centre in the Royal
Perth Hospital. Just recently we found it
difficult to oblige a neighbouring State
with our medical service when it was oblig-
ing us, hecause we did not have the proper
set-up.

In a few moments let me give members
some outline of what is necessary under
modern conditions with regard to the train-
ing of nurses. It may stagger the House
to learn that in the past we have had one
trained nurse to about every eight trainees.
No other i'ndustry ins the world-if one likes
to call it suchi-would allow such a dilu-
tion of apprentices. In places abroad I
found that at times there was one trained
nurse to every two trainees and the general
tendency was to regard nursing trainees
as students. Nowhere else did I find the
position we have here in which we ask
a I to do a 40-hour week and then devote
the rest of her time to study. Previously
we asked these trainees to do from 50 to
60 hours a week and then spend the rest
of their time studying, and at the end of
it demanded that they pass examinations
or be put out because they were not wanted.

When one looks at the problem, it ap-
pears to he almost barbaric; but it can be
altered. When I went to the Massachu-
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setts General Hospital, I asked Miss Sleeper,
the matron, whether she would give me
some views on the modern training of
nurses. She made this startling statement,
embodying a fact I had not appreciated,
although I had spent almost a lifetime in
medicine. She said, " Do you realise the
psychological shock you give any young
girl by throwing her without any proper
preliminary training in-to what I regard as
just a pool of human weakness?" I said
I had not realised it. I have since asked
qluite a number what the first effect was
-upon them of being thrown into the public
ward of a hospital-young girls of I8 or
19 being asked to look after aged people;
adults with all their sorry habits. Do mem-
bers realise that the shock bas been tre-
niendous?

We must appreciate that we have got to
train our nurses as students. There are
two schools of thought abroad. One would
regard nurse trainees as students only;
the other would combine student work with
actual hospital training. I am not going
to take up the rest of the time available
to give details of nurse training, but I
-will give one or two points I think will
interest members in regard to the matter.
It should be possible to take a girl a year
earlier than we do now and close the gap
between the school years and the time at
-which she can enter hospital. We lose a
number of girls because, although they ex-
hibit in their school years a liking for
medical and nursing training, owing to the
fact that we cannot take them until about
two years after they leave school-and
they leave school too early-they find some
other avenue of occupation and do not
eventually undertake nursing.

That can be overcome to a large extent
by taking these girls a year earlier and
giving them 12 months' academic training,
teaching them sociology, some psychology,
anatomy and physiology and the things
they should know to give them some idea
of personnel control and administration so
that, by the time they go into hospital
wards, they will he able to cope with the
situation as it confronts them. If we did
that, we could cut down the time necessary
for training to two years and at the end
of that period a girl would become a basi-
cally trained nurse. She would adopt the
mother hospital as her centre and would

wander from hospital to hospital for cer-
tain periods, gaining experience in -such
work as that associated with infectious
diseases, tuberculosis and other types of
work in country hospitals, and returning to
her centre for a month of intensive training
before sitting for her annual examinations.

She would do no work apart from that
for which she was trained, and -that would
open up the whole of nursing as a profes-
sion and make available to, the trained nurse
positions not at her disposal today. I do
not know the figures at present, but on the
day we left the old Royal Perth Hospital,
there were something like 35 'trained nurses
there and at times, right up to recent days,
we never bad more than two trained nurses
-one sister and one staff nurse-on night
duty for the entire building. Were we to
institute the student -principle and therefore
make more permanent positions available,
nursing would become a career for girls,

Ron. G. Benaetts: Would you make any
alteration in the education programme, eon-
cernig which I understand there is a lot of
trouable?

Ron, J. G. HEISLOP: That could be gone
into quite simply. I am drawing attention
to the fact that there arc over 300 nurses ot.
the staff 'but that there are permanent posi-
tions available at the hospital for only about
one ia 15 or 20. There is no incentive for
these girls to go on to specialised types of
work. We train every nurse in surgical
theatre work, yet I suppose that one in 50
ends up as a theatre sister. If we adopted
the basic principle of training they would
become trained nurses. At the moment we
regard them as being third-year nurses and
as third-year nurses we use them as trained
nones because we leave them in charge of
big ward..

There would be no alteration in the de-
gree of responsibility either adopted by
theta or accepted by us, and from that year
onward a girl could decide which branch of
nursing she wished to specialise in. She
could become a theatre nurse or decide to
take up work in ward control, or clinics for
diabetics or clinics for chest work and so
on. There are many avenues open for
speciaiised training. I am certain that this
is where we are going to see the f uture of
nursing lie4 Only yesterday I was speaking
to Matron Walsh and she agreed -with me
that it was becoming essential to adopt the

167



168 [COUNCIL])

two-standard system of training midwifer
nurses.

One of the difficulties with which we would
be faced immediately we started a medical
school Would be to provide training in mid-
wifery for medical officers. I repeat what I
have said before in this House, that in all
the years, I have been here there have been
only three medical men in this State who
have been given experience of midwifery in
the Ring Edward Hospital. That would have
to be completely altered were we to have
a medical school. That raises the point that
we have not suffiei~nt cases with which to
train our own nurs4ingy staff. The answer is
quite simple. In the basic training of a
nurse, she would be given three months' ex-
perience of midwifery. That would entitle
her to attend but not to accept responsi-
bility of a confinement herself. If she
desired to become a nurse with a specialist
certificate in midwifery she would go on to
her specialised form of training. That
system operates in many hospitals abroad
and the same thing will have to apply atr
our own hospital here, If we have to adopt
it in regard to midwifery, we will have to
follow suit in regard to other forms of
training.

We have also to face the fact that there
is a considerable amount of leakage amongst
-nurses when they qualify, because they are
not prepared at present to go out into small,
incffi-ient country hospitals. Were we able
to produce the system I have outlined of
zoned hospitals, efficient though small, I feel
certain there wvould not be the leakage that
e~xists today. I would suggest to members
That they give very serious conisideratiofi
to the plan T have laid before them because
1I believe that when they tell the people in
the country that the idea behind the plan
is to take modern medicine to them and to
hiake it practicable for them to receive tho
'benefits of the tremendous advances of medi-
cine Within a reasonable distance of their
'own homes, they, too, will exhibit interest.

I have ispoken at length, but I feel the
matter is such an important one that 'we
'have reached the stage When we must rea-
lise we can no longer continue to allow the
advance of medicine to 'be pocketed within
the metropolis and leave people in the
country districts to struggle on without the
benefits that they should have, and could
have, were a system devised especially for
them. I isupport the inotion.

HOW, G. BENNETYS (South) [5.59]:
In speaking to the Address-ia-reply I wish
to congratulate one of our Goldields mem-
bers on again being elected President of
this House.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: There seems
to be a monopoly up there.

Hon. G. BENNETTS: It is gratifying
to us to know that one of our members has,
attained such high office in this Chamber. I
would like also to congratulate Sir Charles
Latham and Sir Frank Gibson on the
honour bestowed on them. It is a credit
to this House that we have such honour-
able gentlemen in our midst. I congratu-
late the new members of this Chamber and
wish they were all members of the Labour
Party, in order that we might have more
voice in this House. The late Mr. Bolton
was a respected member of this Chamber
and of his party. Outside Parliament he
was a sound business man and an excel-
lent boss to his employees. It is with deep-
est regret that we realise he has passed
from among us.

I have also missed from this Chamber
the members recently defeated. I worked
underground in the mines with Mr. Wil-
hiams, about 38 years ago, and it was very
gratifying to see him elevated, from being
one of the slave workers, to the position of
a member here. He did a great deal for
the goldminers and was partly responsible
for much of the legislation relating to
workers' comipensationi, silicosis coutnill,
and so on. Throughout his political life
hc did his best for the inen on the Gold-
fields. Sir Hal Colebatch, also, was looked
up to in this House and Whenever lie spoke
he gave uis plenty of food for thought. le
had a thorough knowledge of the goldmin-
ing industn, and was, whenever possible,
of assistance to the people of the GOd
fields.

The Government apparently takces credit
for having bettered the housing position
in this State, hut it has not done much in
the country areas. The figure quoted in
Hlis Excellency's Speech was the best for
any quarter in that year. In Kalgoor-
lie, prior to the war, a four-roomed housve,
sewered, with a brick chimney and fence,
cost £525 and, without sew-erage, £475. In
1947 the price of a similar house, withi an
iron chimney and a fence, had risen to

£800 or £900. Workers' homes are not
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being allotted to the Goldfields. Eleven
were allotted on the 15th May, 1946, in the
area controlled by the Kalgoorlie Muni-
cipal Council, but up to date only six of
them have been completed. Although they
have been under construction throughout
that period, there are five still awaiting
completion.

A similar position exists in the Kalgoor-
lie Road Board area and Goldfields people
feel that, in proportion to the number of
homes being built in the metropolitan area,
they are being penalised. Country people
in general feel that they are being badly
treated. Since the inception of the build-
ing of workers' homes in Boulder, 19 have
been erected in that area. Ten of them
were built in a creek, which was a bad mit -
take, and I am informed that they are to
be removed-I hope at an early date. I
cannot understand why they were allowed
to he built there. On leaving school my
first job was with a building contractor,
and I remember that area being condemned
4on account of flood water. The damage
caused to furniture and fittings and to the
homes erected there has been terrific. See-
ing that we on the Ooldfields did not get
from the Government the treatment to
which we thought we were entitled, the
coun-cils and returned soldiers' organisa-
tions have gone ahead with their own house-
building schemes.

The Boulder Municipal Council deserves
great credit for its, undertaking. TI has
Dow completed about 46 homes. They are
built and handed over to the occupants
for £5600, inclusive of the land. They are
four-roomed iron and asbestos homes lined
with plasterboard, and are a credit
to the district. In the Kalgoorlie council
area five similar houses have been completed.
They are five-roonied homes with back and
front ,verandahs, and are fitted with large
sleep-outs. Those houses, complete with
fence, cost £C880, and they were built by
day labour. Sir Charles Latham said that
fontraet building was cheaper than construc-
tion by day labour, but that was not our
experience. When we called tenders for
the erection of the homes the price quoted
w;va £1,350, on contract, but the council
decided to have them built by day labour.
In that way they were completed for £880
as, against £1,350.

Hon. E. ff. Gray: Were they built to
the Lame specifleatioust

Hon. G. BENNETT 8: Yes, the materials,
specifications and so on were the same.
The 2/28th Battalion Association has also
built houses on the Goldflelds, That organ-
isation started off with a committee and
established a fund. Returned soldiers
put their deferred pay into it-I think
about £1,300 in all-and the Repatriation
Department assisted. They had a busy
bee, wvith one or two carpenters employed
on wages, and they have now constructed
22 complete homes. Unfortunately I do
not know the cost of those homes exactly,
but I understand that it was in the vicinity
of £500 each, The Chief Secretary refer-
red this afternoon to the building of flats
on the Goldfields,

I would like to mention the case of one
Kalgoorlie business man who has been of
great assistance to the people there and
who has built, and owns a considerable
number of flats. I have with me, and will
be willing to show them to any member
interes ted, the plans and specifications of
those flats. This ainan purchased a lot of
second-hand building material at Gerald-
ton and brought it to Kalgoorlie. He had
everything necessary for the erection of
the flats, with the exception of plaster
boards, for which a permit is not necessary.
T believe he did need one or two other
very small items. The flats he proposed to
build were to he of four rooms each, with
baths and verandabs, beautifully laid out
with gardens and concrete paths. The out-
lay for the erection of the block of eight
flats was to he £5,000, not allowing for the
cost of the land. The rates, taxation, etc.,
on the fists were to be as follows:

£ a. d.
Daites, Cbundil, total 3/3 in the f

on 2/3 rent-o-n 30/- .
Raes, water, total 2/6 in the £

on 2/3 rent-O!- . . I.-

Total
C->mmonwealthi tax 15/- on

balance
Tax on balance i.e. 25/3

Return per flat net if no repairs
6/3 per flat, i.e. 8 flats..

Total return if all fints let 52
weeks per year and no repairs-
£2 10s. per week on £5,000 out-
lay.

3 3

106

4 9

19 0

13 9

2 10 0

The demand of the Housing, Commission
to select the tenants meant, finally, that
the project was not proceeded with. In
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the first place this man desired to build
10 flats of that type on the block, but the
council would not agree to that number as
they would have been overcrowded. it
decided to cut the number of fiats down to
eight, and the Housing Commission agreed
to that. Then it wanted to select the ten-
ants to go into the flats which, in my
opinion, was bad policy. I think the Kal-
goorlie council could easily have set up a
committee to go into the question And
select suitable tenants. As those flats were
not permitted to be built, the whole of the
timber was sold and went into wining and
so on, with the result that no homes were
built with it.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: Who prevented
him buildingt

Host. G. BENNETTS: The Housing Com-
mission. This man was prepared to assist
by building the flats, but was not allowed
to do so although the project had been ap-
proved by the Kalgoorlie council.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

'Hon. G. BENNETTS: Another point I
wish to raise regarding buildings on the
Goldfields is the refusal of the Governmedit
to allow the erection of a hospital in that
area. We heard Dr. flislop explain the
position of hospitals in this State and how
necessary it was to get extra accommoda-
tion for patients, yet the Government re-
fused permission for a hospital to he built
on the Ooldfields. The St. John of Cod
Hospital in Kalgoorlie has been condemned
by the local authority because it does
not comply with health standards. This
organisattion has fully trained nurses and
intended to erect a maternity wing, which
is sadly needed in that area as it is not
possible to obtain sufficient trained nurses
to carry on the work in the Government
hospitals. The institution I mention has
the staff and is prepared to build a hospital,
but it has been refused a permit for that
purpose. People on the Goldfields feel that
this is a mistake on the part of the Govern-
went as it is neglecting those who require
hospital attention.

I also wish to say something about the
release of secondhand materials for build-
ing. Last year the Building Operations
and Building Materials Control Act was
amended to bring secondhand building

materials under the control of the State
Housing Commission. This control has
helped to slow down many buildings in the
Gold fields area.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: I advised the
House that such would be the case.

Hon1. G. BENNETTS: Yea, and I con-
sider it was a mistake, MJr. Cunningham had
his photograph in the paper with the house
that Jack built, a house that Jack would
never have been able to build if these restric-
tions had been in force at that time. Many of
our soldiers are coming back and they have
only a limited amount of money to spend on
building a home, yet they are prevented
from putting up a camp or anything to live
in which could he added to at a later date,
even though secondhand materials could
have been purchased from the fiats pre-
viously mentioned.

I now wish to turn to the subject of rail-
ways. The other evening the Chief Sec-
retary stated that he would like criticism of
a nature that would be of help to the Gov-
ernment on this subject. I consider that
a saving in finance would be effected if cer-
tain experimental work now being carried
out were discontinued. I am referring
to what is called Xbe cyclone spark arrester
f or engines. I believe this work is a waste
of the taxpayers' money. The men who use
the engines, such as the engine-drivers9 and
so on, are not consulted, hot I consider that
their reports could he analysed and a better
result obtained. I have seen boilers of
engines fitted with these spark arresters. I
have inspected the arrester itself and have
had pointed out to me the anomalies that
exist. There is an E. S. class of engine in
Kalgoorlie which, prior to the installation
of the arrester, was capable of producing
a lot of steam. Today that engine stands
idle in the sheds and is worse than useless.
If it goes into service there is no end of
.trouble with it and many engines fitted with
these arresters take out their loads and are
compelled to leave portions of them at differ-
ent sidings. This means that extra engine%
have to he employed to haul the loads left
by the other engines and this is causing dis-
content among the railway staff.

While that discontent exists, the taxpayer
suffers. Another engine-an E. class No.
.319 left Perth on Thursday, the 29th
July, and could not do the job required of
it. That engine, prior to the installation
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of the arrester, was in perfect condition. I
obtained my information from the Engine-
drivers and Firemen's Union's meetings anid
from listening to debates on this subject.
The fitters claim that engines have de-
teriorated 30 per cent, since the installation
of the spark arrester and I consider that
the only method of preventing sparks from
Collie coal is to place a plate right over the
stack, There are certain types of engines
which have better exhausts than others and,
of course, have more draught, and because
of this fact steam better than the big wheel-
ed engines.

The Garrstt engine has, proved a waste
of money and it is costing at Kalgoorlie In
the vicinity 6f £100 per week to maintain
each of the four engines of that type run-
ning on the Esperance line. These locomotives
require constant maintenance and this means
that other engines arc being neglected. I
think that if any hon. member wishes to
verify my statements, he need only consult
a railway man such as a fitter, engine-driver
or such like who wiUl bear out my con-
tentions, A considerable amount of work
is being done on the Garratta because these
are the engines that caused the loo men
to go out on strike, and the department
wants to put them on the road again in de-
fiance of the wishes of the men.

I consider that on the traffic side the
railways can look forward to a happier
future. There is now a very competent staff
at the head of which is the new Acting Sec-
retary for Railways, Mr. P. C. Raynor. This
man has been in every branch of the rail-
ways service and is very approachable. The
men will now be able to discuss their griev-
ances with a person in authority. Mr. 0.
Watson is another man who has been through
all branches of the service and has recently
been appointed to a senior position. On the
accounts and audit side, another officer, in
the person of Mr. Oakley, has received a
senior appointment and there is now a
combination of practical and approachable
men i charge. Previously the staff has
been at sixes and sevens but now I can
visualise considerable improvement in our
railway service,

I was astounded at the low cost of con-
ducting the Royal Commissions that have
been appointed iby the Government. When the
figures were given by the Chief Secretary
I was surprised, for I thought the cost of

the Royal Commission on the Railways alone
would have equalled the figure given for all
the Commissions together. As it was neces-
sary to bring an expert from South Africa
for this Commission, I consider we got out
of it rather cheaply, that is, if the figuires
given by the Chief Secretary are correct,
and I have no reason to doubt his word. A
Royal Commission to investigate matters
affecting the railways was appointed because
the Government was not game to come out
and give a decision on tha issues involved. As
members of Parliament we have doctors,
business men, farmers, miners, chemists,
solicitors, bakers and God knows who, Yet,
because it might he a vital question at elec-
tion time, the Government appoints Royal
Commissions to decide for them I I consider
it is a sheer waste of the taxpayers' money,
and I think that the Government or Parlia-
ment should be able to come to decisions on
the matters involved without appointing a
Royal Commission for that purpose

In connection with road building, I con-
sider that quite a lot of money could be
saved. I notice from time to time a certain
amount of road work is prepared and before
the bitumen strip is put down, the gangs
are shifted to other areas. When they re-
turn, the earth work -has 'to be done again
before the job is completed, That has hap-
pened on the road from Perth to Kalgoor-
lie and, in my opinion, the work should all
be done at -the same time.

Hon. L. Craig: It is done on purpose. It
allows the formation to consolidate.

Hon. G. BENNETTS: I understand that
a certain amount of it is necessary, but I
have seen gangs shifted to another district
before reaching that stage.

The Honorary Minister: Whom do You.
bhlame for that?

Ron. G. BENNETT 8: 1 blame the Govern-
ment or perhaps the Minister in charge of
that particular department or whoever an-
thorisies the expenditure. I hope that mat-
ter will be taken into consideration and the
position rectified. I beard Mr. Cunning-
ham refer to the position at Ravensthorpe
and throughout the Lake country, particu-
larly -with regard to the transport facilities
available. The position there is very unsatis-
factory. The people have to put up with
whatever transport facilities are made avail-
able, and there is no doubt that those resid-
ing in the backblocks, particularly around
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Newdegate and such eentres, are penalised. House with representatives of shipping
The rail service is both bad and slow. The
people there are producing food 'that is
necessary to the world in Jhese troublous
times. The land available in that part of
the State is capable of producing abund-
antly and any consideration that can be
extended to them will return dividends.

The liavensthorpe centre is particularly
rich in mineral resources of various types
including copper, gold and so forth. In fact,
I think the district is more valuable from
the mineral standpoint than any other part
of the State, and yet it is undeveloped.
With the increase in population that we
anticipate, we must look forward to opening
up the country there and to achieve that
objective adequate water supplies and rail-
way facilities are necessary. In the
Newdegate area this year the water position
has emphasised the fact that the time is
over-ripe for a more adequate water con-
servation scheme to be installed there. We
have mead that the settlers in the district
have had to destroy their horses because
feed and water were not available for the
,animals.

The Government should give attention to
these matters and make the position of set-
tlers at centres such as Hyden and Newde-
gate much more satisfactory than they are
today. Some of the settlers have to cart
water for a distance of 80 miles or so.
Another point of interest is that at Hyden
the best part of the land is held by the
Rural and Industries Bank. I was speak-
ing to a coup~le of returned soldiers the othter
dAy and they told me they had money thtat
would enable them to go on the land a nd
when they made inquiries about certatin
blocks they found they were tied up by the
Rural and Industries Bank. If such hold-
ings down there were released, benefit would
accrue both to the State and to those who
are searching for holdings.

During the course of his speech, Mr.
Cunningham mentioned the need for better
shipping facilities at the port of Esperunee.
This subjct has received attention for
many years. I know that for six or seven
vears before I became a member of this
Ho~e local governing bodies concerned and
the local Chambers of Commerce dealt w~ith
'it and since I have been a member of this
Chamber, I am aware that consultations
have gone on in the lobbies of Parliament

companies. What is required at Esperance
is a monthly shipping service. At one time
the State motor ship "Kybra" was on the
coast.

Hon. F. RI. Welsh: You must not take
that vessel from the North-West coast.

Hon. G. BENNETTS: I think that
vessel should return to the South-West
coast and provide the service hetween Es-
perance and Fremantle as formerly. That
would help to get away from present-day
isolation. We are hampered in other direc-
tions. The Waterside Workers' Union at
Esperance is a very good one and has given
no trouble to the State. One grievance with
the men is that there are no lighting facili-
ties on the wharf and over a period of
vears representations have been made to
the Government to have that rectified. I
trust it will be attended to in the near
future. Should anything happen down
there and a stoppage of work arise, the
men will be described as Communists. That
is the usual practice in these days when
men take steps to secure the redress of any
of their grievances.

Esperance has a wonderful climate and
a beautiful seaport, while the rainfall there
averages 24 inches. The land is valuable.
When I make that remark I do not do so
on the basis of my own opinion but rely
upon the Surveyor-General, Mr. Fyfe, who,
in his valuable report, indicated the great
future there for mixed farming. The land
can be cleared without any trouble and is
entirely different from the areas in the
South-West where the country is mostly
heavily timbered with trees that are ex-
tremely valuable to the State.

The Honorary Minister: Why has not
the country been settled before if it ha"
such good port facilities and so forth?

Ron. G. BENNETTS: Land has never
been required more urgently than it is
today, and the country at Esperance is
most valuable. The whole of the 120
square miles in the Esperance district could
be uised for farming and on the outskirts,
p ine plantations could be established with
every prospect of success. I would like the
Government to request the Under Secretary
for Agriculture, Mr. Baron Hay, to in-
spect the whole of that country with a view
to exoressing his opinion respecting its
possibilities.
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During the course of his speech, Dr.
Hislop stressed the necessity for a home
for aged people. 'His estimate of the
number of old people and the lack of ade-
quate hospital facilities was quite correct.
No provision for the old men is available
on the Goldfields and in view of the
healthy climate at Esperanee, it would be
worthwhile the Government considering the
provision of an old men's home there to
which the aged people from the Goldfields
could be sent. In the malice farming dis-
tricts between Esperanee and Norseman
the settlers are concerned about re-crop-
ping. The country is full of suckers that
have to he cleared out. The customary
period for re-cropping every five years is
considered too long and in the view of
the settlers there, the re-cropping should
he undertaken every three years.

The opinion was expressed by M1r. Cnn-
niughain that the experimental farm at
Salmon Gums should he transferred to
Esperance, hut I am not in favour of that
proposal because the institution at Salmon
Olums is doing a wonderful job although
the equipment available there is about 40
years old and certainly should be modern-
isedl. If one is to he established at Esper-
ance, I think an entirely separate experi-
mental farm should be provided. Norse-
man is the second biggest mining centre
in the State, with wonderful prospects of
expansion. The people there are concerned
about the attitude of the Government with
respect to water supplies. On several oc-
easlons they have urged the 'Minister for
WVater Supply to visit the district to in-
vestigate Ihe situation. At present there is
ain S-inch main from Coolgardie to Spargo's
Find and then a 6-inch main on to Norse-
man. The water that is supplied nt the
Norsenman cud in summer is not sufficient
to provide for the mines and the require-
mnents of the people.

lion. Sir Charles Latham: Are there no
local reservoirs there?

Hon. C. BENNETTS: There are two
Government darns.

lon. Sir Charles Latham. But are there
no reservoirs that could be filled?

lion. G. BENXETTS: Nb. One of the
Government dams has a capacity of
2,250,000 gallons and the other a capacity
of 4,750,000 gallons. There is a smaller
one that is known as the town reservoir,

and when the PuUl on the other dams is
not to full capacity, they try to 611 the
smaller dam so as to have a reserve to meet
emergency requirements of the town and
the mines. Last year some of the mining
operations had to be closed down because
of water shortage. At Higgiasville an
Adelaide mining company is putting in a
big plent that will deal with a large low
grade ore proposition. Mr. Boylan and I
visited the centre and investigated the water
supply problem. We found that when the
housewives went to get water it just dripped
frorm the tap. They stood talking to us
while they filled a cup. It was disgusting
to see aow the people have to exist there.

Tb0 local road board has frequently writ-
ten to the Minister for Water Supply, ask-
ing him to visit the district and investigate
the position as a matter of urgency. When
the now mine is ready to commence opera-
tions, there will be about 500 new residents
in Norseman within a few months. How-
ever, Iho mine cannot go into production
until something is done about the water sup-
ply. A deputation waited on the Minister
to discuss the de-silting of the larger of the
two dc-ms so as to make it possible to have
a reserve supply. Owing to the multiplicity
of his duties, the Minister could not see his
way rcer to visit the centre. An approach
has been made to the Premier regarding the
matter, and he has said that lie will go down
some time dluring the session. I certainly
hope the G-overnment will give serious con-
sideration to this matter as one of urgency.

We should do everything possible to en-
courasec development in the baekhiloeks, for
bY that mans we will aid decentralisation
and get the people away from the metro-
politan area. Under existing conditions the
population is decreasing in the outhack and
people are drifting to the city because of
the. amenities that are available here in con-
trast with the disabilities experienced in
the hackblocks. Then again, at Norseman
there is a great opportunity for the State
to deal -with pyrites, which represents a
wondcrful asset to Western Australia. Unider
existing conditions it has to be railed to
the coast, which means added cost for trans-
port and the use of rollingstoek that could
be pu~t profitably to other work.

I hope the Government will take into
consideration the 'provision of plant to deal
with the pyrites on the spot. Then if at
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any time the district were to decline, the
people there would be able to maintain
themselves and stay in their homes instead of
dirifting to the city. Mr. Cunningham re-
ferred to the use of diesel coaches in the
Esperante district, and I am glad to know
that the Minister for Railways has given
tan assurance that they will be provided. I
certainly hope he will keep his word.

Coming new to the Golden Mile, it will
hbe agreed that for many years the mines
at Kalgoorlie and Boulder have produced
half the wealth of the State. There we
'have a few anomalies. We have been con-
tinually pressing for a cheaper water rate.
Our object is to obtain a flat charge for
-water by imposing a small increase in the
-water rate in the metropolitan area. By
this means the people in the outback country
could secure their water supply at the same
Tate as that paid by the metropolitan users.
T hope the Government will give effect to
the case put up by deputations from the
local governing bodies on the Ooldfields, in-
elnding Southern Cross1 Yilgarn and
flundas-Norsemnan. Mr, Cunningham also
made reference to the mines regulations,
-workers compensation, silicosis and other
subjects.

Durizng the last session that the Labour
Government was in power, a Bill passed
through Parliamient dealing with these mat-
ters, buot it has not been proclaimed. Evi-
dently the present Government has not seen
-fit to bring the Act into force, notwith-
.ntanding that it helped tn pass the measure-
Perhaps Mr. Cunningham could influence the
Government to do something in the matter.

The Honorary Minister: Yon are getting
*a bit mixed!

lHon. G. 13ENNETTS: No. I think he
made reference to these matters.

The Honorary Minister: I can promise
you something, anyhow.

Hon. G. BENNETTS: The Goldields
people are concerned about sewerage. Dr.
ffislop spoke on the subject of septic tank
systems for hospitals, and we at Kalgoorlie
wish to complete our sewerage system- in
-order to preserve the health of the people.
H-all' the town of Kalgoorlie is sewered and
we have made representations to the Gov-
ernment to have the remaining half sewerpd.
Because the Kalgoorlie council is financial

and progressive-it has spent its money ont
roads and home building-the Government
is not inclined to assist us in completing the
sewerage system. The Government has Put
all obstacles possible in our way, but we
are still in communication with the Minister
and hope something will be done.

The Honorary Minister: What obstacles
did the Government put in your wayl'

Hon. 0. BENNETTS: It bas made all
sorts of excuses. It has said that because
the council is financial, it should finance the
whole scheme, The Government is not pre-
pared to lend us the money to do so.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham. I think labour
is the problem.

Hon. G. BENNETTS: The Minister wilt
be able to give the necessary details, There
is a passage in the Licut.-Governor's Speeeh
to the effect that the Government is con-
tinually making representations to the Com-
montwealth Government in connection with
the wining industry. What I want to know
is what the State Government has done for
the industry. I can tell members what it
has not done to assist prospectors. Mr.
Miles and Mr. Baxter both came from the
Goldfields in the early days and they know
-especially Mr. Miles-the hardships with
which prospectors have to. contend while
battling in the bush. We have been con-
tinually asking for assistance for the pros-
pectors, but without result. The Minister has
not given them any help, notwithstanding
that deputation after deputation has waited
upon him.

Hon. A. L. Loten: The Minister must
hate the sight of you on the doorstep.

Ron. G. BENNETTS; He does. Appar-
ently, the Government does not want pro-
gress. These prospectors are the only people
who can find the gold for the big companies
to mine, and. unless assistance is given to
them we shall get no more gold. I notice
a statement made by the Minister for Rail-
ways that freight rates are likely to be in-
ceased.

The Honorary Minister: What is wrong
with that?

Hon. G. BENNETTS: I hope they will
not be increased, because if the people on
the Goldfields and in the outback country
ha%'e to pay more for their commodities, I
do not know how they will get on. I think
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-consideration should be given to imposing a
-basic rail freight for the benefit of the
people living in the back country.

Ron. Sir Charles Latham: Do you think
it sound economy for the railways to sub-
sidise goidmining, because they would he
doing so if they did what you ask?

Hon. G. BENNETTS: I do not think
they would.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham; I do.

lion. G. BENNETTS: Why should the
people who live in the back country be
penalised as they are being penalised nowI

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: I agree with
.you there.

Ron. G. BENNETTS : We should show
them some consideration. Let all the people
in the State bear the cost of sending com-
modities to them. They go out to produce
the wealth of the State. If it were not
for those people battling in the way they
do, what would be the position of the busi-
ness people of the 'State today? These
people should get their commodities at a1
reasonable rate, even if the railways do
not pay their 'way.

Hon. H. Hearn: They do not pay now.

Hon. 0. BENNETTS: No, they are slip-
ping back, and it is all blamed on to the
40-hour week. I hope the Government will
give consideration to the sulphide plant
and push along with it. It is absolutely
necessary. I am pleased to see a report

.on the niines regulations and workers'
-compensation. In my opinion, the Gov-
'erment should have a monopoly of the
workers' compensation insurance for
miners, as it would mean cheaper pre-
miumns.

Hon. H. Hearn: Cheaper than private
'enterprise?

Hon. G. BENNETTS: In addition, the
miners should have their own hospitals and
c.linics. I am pleased to note that kinder-
.gadtens have been established on the Gold-
fields. These are of great assistance to
the schools. Children who have been at-
tending a kindergarten have quite a dif-
ferent outlook when they enter on their
school life. Recentlyv I was at Edward's
Find. The people there have to put up
with great hardships in order to develop the
'fiel. As their children reach school age,
they have to *je sent awvay to receive their

education and so must be put- in charge of
people other than their parents. It is
dreadful to think that these people are so
handicapped. There are many schools in
the inallee districts where the children have
to walk miles, or ride bicycles or horses
to get to school. Something should he done
to provide transport for them in the Esper-
ance district.

I have tried to give members an ides
of what the Goldfields people have to put
up with and of the way in which they have
been treated since the present Government
assumed office. I hope the Government
will do more for them in the future
than it has done in the past. The people
on the Goldfields are mostly Labour sup-
porters and, therefore, I suppose we can-
not expect too much of the present Gov-
ernment. Nevertheless, the workers there
give the Government the wealth to play
with, and that fact should be taken into
consideration. The miners have to work
in the bowels of the earth to secure the
gold to produce the wealth of the State,
and greater consideration should he ex-
tended to them. As I said, I am sorry that
my former supporter, Sir Hal Colebatch,
is not with us. I know be would support
me on this occasion, but the iron curtain
was dropped in front of him and he wa-
defeated; because he asked for additional
franchise for the working man and woman,
he lost his seat. He did so because he
supported the democratic system. I sup-
port the motion.

On motion by Hon. Sir Charles Latham,

dehate adjourned.

House adjourned at 8.12 p.m.
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